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YOUR PERFECT

SIXTH FORM...

WEL
CO
ME

St Benedict’s Sixth Form offers you an excellent preparation for A levels and, thereafter, for entry
to the best universities in the UK and elsewhere.
But we offer so much more. There are extensive opportunities for personal development, with
a range of stimulating visiting speakers, educational trips, sporting and co-curricular activities.
In keeping with our Catholic, Benedictine ethos, you will also be encouraged to develop your
leadership skills, for the benefit of others.
Every individual student at St Benedict’s has different talents, strengths, interests and abilities.
We will help you find those talents, and develop them to the full. St Benedict’s staff are always
available to help and guide you individually towards the right choices for you.

The Sixth Form years are some of the most exciting, stimulating and crucial years of your
education – years in which you study what really interests you, discover new talents and aptitudes,
and begin to discern your future path. I hope St Benedict’s has the privilege of providing your
Sixth Form education.
With best wishes,

Andrew Johnson
Headmaster
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A LEVELS
PERSONAL

(SPORT/ARTS/CO-CURRICULAR/LEADERSHIP)

MOOCs
A STRONG, HAPPY

COMMUNITY
UNIVERSITY & CAREERS

ADVICE
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A C A D E M I C

EPQ

DEVELOPMENT

S T R E T C H

SIXTH FORM AT ST BENEDICT’S...

“

Our dedicated Sixth Form facilities, such as the study centre,
common room and café, give a sense of independence within
the wider St Benedict’s community.
Tess (Upper 6th student)

”
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At St Benedict’s Sixth Form, you are…

SUPPORTED…

Your personal tutor
To support you in your A level studies at
St Benedict’s, you will be assigned a personal
tutor. Experienced in sixth form study and in the
university application process, your personal tutor
will oversee your academic progress, personal
development and wellbeing.

Careers
The Careers Department will provide you with
extensive, high quality careers advice. Regular
individual tutorials, seminars, careers talks and
events – such as the St Benedict’s Careers Fair –
ensure that you receive the current information you
need to make informed decisions about your future.

Sixth Form Life
St Benedict’s impressive new Sixth Form Centre
provides separate resources for study and recreation.
The Sixth Form is a smaller community within the
wider community of the whole school.

“

Careers support at St Benedict’s
is amazing, with two dedicated
specialists to guide us. There’s
something for everyone at the
Careers Fair, and the many visiting
speakers are inspirational.
There are lots of opportunities for
work experience, often through
the Old Priorian (alumni) network,
which is very strong.

Tom (Upper 6th
student)
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AMBITIOUS…

AMB
ITIO
US

We’ll encourage you to think for yourself, to be
curious and to enjoy learning – qualities which will
remain with you for the rest of your life.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
You can develop important academic skills,
such as independent thinking, presentation and
research skills, by completing an Extended Project
Qualification alongside your A levels. Many of
our students choose this option and we have an
excellent track record of success.

MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses)
MOOCs can offer an extra dimension to your
education at St Benedict’s. They can be related to
your A level study, and help you to achieve a specific
goal – such as Medical Ethics for future medics – or
they can add another dimension to your learning
and university application – for example, learning a
new language.

“

There is so much going on in
the Sixth Form which deepens
your subject knowledge
and broadens your general
education, such as talks from
visiting speakers, debates and
workshops. All the teachers
provide a lot of support and you
learn well beyond the syllabus.
Evan (Upper 6th student)

”

Oxbridge, Medics and Veterinary Science
applications
We offer outstanding support for students who
are interested in these highly competitive fields.
Intensive tutorials, academic extension and interview
preparation are provided from the very start of your
Sixth Form career.
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ENCOURAGED…

EN
COUR
AGED
Personal Development
This really matters to us.
St Benedict’s will enable you
to develop your unique talents
and find new ones; to gain
confidence in who you are;
to acquire the resilience and
determination you’ll need to see
you through life’s challenges;
and to show leadership and
compassion to others.
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Sport
St Benedict’s has a distinguished tradition of sporting
excellence, superb facilities and first-class coaching.
Sport is a key part of Sixth Form life and we are
committed to providing a high-quality experience for
everyone, at all levels. You will have the opportunity
to represent St Benedict’s in our key core sports:
rugby, cricket, athletics, fencing, hockey and netball.
Badminton, basketball, cross-country running,
handball, tennis and volleyball are also offered
and there is a wide range of weekly fitness and
coaching sessions.
Recent overseas tours have included:
• Cricket tour to Sri Lanka
• Hockey tour to Malaysia
• Rugby tour to Canada and the USA

9

CRE
ATI
VE
CREATIVE...
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“

The arts are incredibly
strong here. The drama
productions involve
hundreds of people,
not just performing on
stage but behind the
scenes. And if you’re
a musician there’s
something for everyone.
Isabella (Upper 6th
student)

”

The Arts
Music, Drama and Dance all thrive at St Benedict’s.
We provide the time, facilities, encouragement and
guidance to enable you to develop your creative
talents to the full.

Music
There are many excellent choirs, from the large
Concert Choir to smaller, a cappella choirs. Our
main instrumental groups are the Orchestra,
String Ensemble, Big Band, Wind Band and Brass
Ensemble, with many smaller groups alongside
these. Our excellent team of visiting music teachers
provides instrumental and singing lessons each
week and there are regular concerts, not only at
St Benedict’s but at venues such as St John’s Smith
Square, local churches and community events.

11

Drama
There is a tradition of outstanding Drama at
St Benedict’s. Recent productions include
West Side Story, Amadeus and Les Misérables.

12
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ADV
ENT
URO
US
ADVENTUROUS...
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme

“

There is a really nice balance of
everything – academic stretch,
opportunities and activities. This
produces well-rounded people; not
just students with top grades but
individuals with unique interests and
passions. St Benedict’s helps you to
find those passions.
Harry (Upper
6th student)

”

Co-curricular opportunities

30+

ACTIVITIES
ON OFFER
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INSPIRED...

Further opportunities
St Benedict’s sixth formers can enrich their A level
studies through the St Benedict’s Lecture Series,
termly talks and workshops, and through a wide
range of exciting overseas trips each year. Examples
of recent trips include:
•
•
•
•
•
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History trips to Russia and Vietnam
Economics and Business trip to Vietnam/Japan
Classics trip to Rome and the Bay of Naples
Politics trip to New York and Washington DC
Geography trip to Iceland

INS
PIR
ED
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CONFIDENT...

CONNECTED...

Leadership
You will have the opportunity to take on positions
of responsibility, whether it’s helping with younger
pupils, assisting with events or welcoming visitors.
As a Catholic Benedictine community, St Benedict’s
encourages everyone to offer mutual service within
the school and beyond. We have an excellent
mentoring scheme, which relies on the support of
our sixth form students, and an extensive voluntary
work programme in the local community. All of
which helps you to develop leadership qualities
and initiative which will be valuable in later life.

The alumni community
Former students can stay in touch with each
other and with the school community through
St Benedict’s Connect, a unique platform which helps
you to make professional connections and share
news. The Old Priorian Association holds a variety of
events, such as reunion dinners, networking events
and sports fixtures.

“

No matter what we all did,
whether we went travelling,
went off to university or
started work, we would
always come back to
Ealing and catch up. It was
definitely St Benedict’s that
formed these bonds. It’s
because of St Benedict’s
that I have friendships that
will last a lifetime.
Lirim
(OP 2014)
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”

A LEVEL SUBJECTS

Students take 3 or 4 A level courses, with AS levels
available in some subjects.
Entry criteria
You must achieve a minimum of five grade 6 passes
at GCSE/IGCSE if you are an internal candidate, and
a minimum of five grade 7 passes at GCSE/IGCSE if
you are an external candidate.
Additionally, you must achieve a grade 6 or higher
at GCSE/IGCSE in the subjects you have chosen
to study at A level. To do Physics, Mathematics or
Chemistry A level, you must achieve at least a grade
7 at Mathematics GCSE/IGCSE.
Sixth Form Scholarships and Bursaries
Academic scholarships may be awarded to internal
and external candidates who sit the Sixth Form
Scholarship examination, and whose overall
performance is judged to reach the necessary
standard for such an award. The examination is held
in November.
Bursaries are offered to eligible parents of gifted
young people. Applications are made in November
in the year prior to Sixth Form entry.
For further information, and for application forms,
please contact our Admissions Office.

A
“

Lots of schools
promised me top
grades. I gained
these at St Benedict’s
and so much more.
(OP 2018)

”
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A LEVEL COURSES 2022– 2024

ART & DESIGN

BIOLOGY

The Art and Design Pathway A level courses are for
you if you…

By studying Biology at A level you will be involved in
a science at its most exciting period ever. With fresh
approaches and new research methods, biologists
are now unravelling life’s mysteries and are poised
to make an undreamed of contribution to future
generations.

• plan to undertake further studies in Art
and Design
• are interested in a career for which an
Art and Design background is necessary,
eg Architecture
• have an interest and aptitude in the subject,
but are not necessarily intending to study the
subject beyond A level
Art pathway
Fine Art: painting and drawing, printmaking,
sculpture.
New media: digital photography, film, animation and
installation work.
Design pathway
Three-dimensional design: product design, furniture
design, jewellery, architectural and interior design.
Graphic design: advertising, illustration, packaging,
typography and multimedia.
Digital photography is an additional taught
component across both pathways and is used as a
means of recording and reviewing studio practice
and gathering first hand observations to support and
inform the development of ideas.

Topics
Year 1:
• Biological molecules
• Cells
• Organisms exchange substances with their
environment
• Genetic information, variation and
relationships between organisms.
Year 2:
• Energy transfers in and between organisms
• How organisms respond to changes in their
external environments
• Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
• The control of gene expression.
Residential fieldwork is a compulsory element of
the A level course. It is the essence of Biology, as it
involves examining organisms in their habitat and
investigating their significance.
For future careers in medicine, dentistry and
veterinary science you must study Chemistry at
A level in addition to Biology.
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BUSINESS

CHEMISTRY

Why study Business?
The aim of this course is to help you to develop
a detailed understanding of the way the business
world works. The course is all about decision-making,
and you will need to develop the ability to make
judgements about business situations. You will learn
how to analyse, assess and, crucially, evaluate a
broad range of business strategies and scenarios.

Chemistry is an incredibly fascinating field of study;
it plays a role in everyone’s lives and touches almost
every aspect of our existence in some way. Chemistry
is essential for meeting our basic needs of food,
clothing, shelter, health, energy, and water. Chemical
technologies enrich our quality of life in numerous
ways by providing new solutions to problems in
health, materials, and energy usage. Studying
Chemistry is useful in preparing us for the real world.
Chemistry is often referred to as the central science
because it links Physics, Mathematics, and Biology.

You should bear in mind that 10% of the marks are
for maths. You will learn how to calculate revenue
and costs, and to make decisions about how the
business could become even more profitable.
We start by learning what a business is, and about
different types of businesses, but very quickly you
are in decision mode. Should the business be a sole
trader or a Private Limited Company? How should
the business raise money – a bank loan?
You will learn about marketing – what it is and how
best to do it. But you’ll need to think about different
sampling techniques that market research is based
on, appreciate the degree to which data gleaned is
reliable and the implications that has for demand,
revenue and profitability.
The finance section of the course requires
understanding of costs and revenues and the
difficulty of accurately predicting them. You will need
to be able to assess different techniques for setting
budgets, understand cash-flow forecasting and
break-even analysis.
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In the Lower 6th students study Le Chatelier’s
principle, Redox equations and Kinetics, alongside
organic and inorganic chemistry. In the Upper
6th you will develop a deeper understanding
of the complexities of the Transition Metals,
Optical Isomerism, Electrode Potentials and
Electrochemical Cells.
Mathematics is a key component of the course
and enables students to translate qualitative
understanding to quantitative analysis. Applying
mathematical skills in a chemistry context will
account for at least 20% of the A level grade.

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
Why choose Classical Civilisation A level?
Because it includes the study of ancient history,
values and societies, Classical Civilisation A level is
an ideal complement to History, Politics, Sociology,
Theology, Philosophy, and Ethics. The course also
includes literature topics, complementing study of
English Literature, Drama, and Modern Languages.
This A level involves the skills both of a historian and
of literary criticism. No knowledge of Latin or Greek
is required: all literature and sources are read in
translation.
The course:
The World of the Hero
An in-depth study of Homer’s Odyssey and
Virgil’s Aeneid.
This component is solely focused on the study of
literature in translation.
These poems are some of the greatest works of
western literature, and tell the story of two journeys
from Troy: the Greek Odysseus’ attempt to get
back to Ithaca after the Trojan War, and the Trojan
Aeneas’ struggle to find a new home in Italy after the
destruction of all he holds dear.
Culture and the Arts – Greek Theatre
This involves the study of visual and material culture,
combined with the study of literature in translation.
The Athenians invented drama and their
comedies and tragedies still resonate today.
This module explores the cultural and physical
context, as well as three great plays: Euripides’
Bacchae, Aristophanes’ Frogs, and Sophocles’
Oedipus the King.
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Beliefs & Ideas – Politics of the Late Republic
This involves the study of an area of classical
thought, in combination with the study of literature
in translation and visual/material culture.
The First Century BC is the best documented in
Roman history, and saw the fall of the Republican
system of government (elected officials serving for
fixed terms) and the emergence of a sole ruler (an
emperor). We examine how this came about, as
greed, ambition, and class tensions tore Rome apart.

The A level Computer Science course will encourage
you to develop:
• an understanding of, and the ability to apply,
the principles and concepts of computer
science, including abstraction, decomposition,
logic, algorithms and data representation
• the ability to analyse problems in
computational terms through practical
experience of solving such problems, including
writing programs to do so
• the capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically
• mathematical skills

COMPUTER SCIENCE
We live in an age dominated by computers. When
we fly from London to New York, computers fly the
aircraft for most of the journey. The smartphone that
you carry in your pocket is vastly more powerful than
the computer that took man to the moon in Apollo
11. All of these require programming, which is part
of the rigorous academic discipline of Computer
Science, encompassing programming languages,
data structures, algorithms and more. It is about
problem solving – getting computers to help solve
problems and find solutions. You may have heard of,
or used, languages such as Scratch, PICAXE or Lego
Mindstorms NXT. These are all part of the wonderful
world of computing and highlight the successes of
computer scientists of the UK such as Alan Turing
and Tim Berners-Lee.
Companies are in need of people with programming
experience: people who can create, design and
build engineering structures such as Rolls Royce
Trent Engines, the Airbus A380 and the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, the world’s first plastic airliner.
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• the ability to articulate the individual (moral),
social (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities
and risks of digital technology.

DRAMA & THEATRE
You should consider Drama and Theatre if you have
an interest in how play texts are brought to life in
performance. You may have gained this from being
involved in productions or from seeing live theatre.
Drama A level is open to anyone who has a genuine
interest in performance. In following this course you
will gain a deeper understanding of how theatre
works and you will have opportunities to be a
performer and an active audience member.
Whatever your previous experience, being an
A level Drama and Theatre student will be thoughtprovoking, challenging and exciting.
• Much of your time will be spent working
practically with others

• A lot of emphasis is put on independent
learning – researching material and putting
your knowledge and understanding down on
paper. You must be prepared to put in your own
time, whether for seeing theatre performances,
carrying out research, learning lines, acquiring
props or rehearsing for performance.
How are you assessed?
You will be assessed through the practical
exploration of performance texts, including
exploring them in light of the work of theatre
practitioners. The written examination requires
you to articulate how you might perform in certain
roles, design certain scenes and interpret a text for
performance, putting practical work at the heart of
the specification.

ECONOMICS
Economics is helpful for understanding many of the
important issues in the UK and world today. We ask a
lot of questions:
• What are the functions of money and why is it
so important?
• What happens when finite resources run out?
• Do exchange rate movements matter beyond
your summer holiday?
• Do rising house prices really benefit the
economy?
• Is immigration good or bad for the economy?
• Does inflation really matter?
• Why did the banks go bust and what can we
learn from it?
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There is no coursework and 20% of the marks are for
mathematics.
Course content includes:
• How inflation is calculated and why it matters.
• Economic growth
• Price and output decisions of firms
• Competition policy and the effectiveness of
government intervention
• The global economy – the past, the present,
and the future
• Debt problem of developing and developed
countries
• Strategies for promoting economic development
• The functions of the World Trade Organisation
You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE
in order to take an A level course in this subject.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A level English Literature is the study of how different
writers have explored the question of what it is to be
human. All literary texts raise questions that revolve
around who we are, what our purpose is and how we
relate to others. Studying English Literature enables
you to explore these questions in a deeper, more
incisive way.
Why should I study A level English Literature?
Studying A level English Literature will help you
develop skills of:
• reading a range of prose, poetry and
drama texts
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• analysing how writers seek to have an
influence on their audience through their use
of language and specific stylistic features,
such as rhyme and rhythm in poetry
• writing analytical, relevant and convincing
essays
• exploring how texts are influenced by the
context of when they were written and when
they are being read
What can the course lead to?
• a degree in English Literature
• strong preparation for a degree in subjects like
Law and History
• a career in journalism, and many other careers
where strong reading and writing skills are
essential

GEOGRAPHY
A true geographer appreciates the interlinked nature
of the world around him or her, and the unique ability
we have to analyse and interpret these relationships.
As a Geography student you will study a range of
topics such as traditional physical landscapes and
ecosystems; the concept of sovereignty and the
nation state; and contemporary issues such as new
Cultural Geography.
You will develop a number of skills:
• Intellectual skills, such as critically evaluating
theories and judging evidence in order to make
informed decisions and to develop reasoned
arguments

• Research skills, such as using a range of
technical methods for the collection and
analysis of spatial and environmental data,
and undertaking fieldwork

the construction of convincing arguments. These
skills are relevant to many careers, including Law,
business, politics, journalism, international relations,
government and economics.

• Transferable skills, such as teamwork, problem
solving, IT skills, communication skills

There are two History courses to choose from:

• Synoptic skills, drawing knowledge from across
your studies and even other A levels to bring
together a more holistic view of the world.
Fieldwork
All students will undertake four days of fieldwork which
is mostly covered in a single residential course, as well
as London-based trips. This is the chance to practise
for university-style data collection which is less directed
and more unique to your own interests and strengths.
Paper 1: Physical Geography
• Water and carbon cycles
• Hot desert environments or coastal systems
and landscapes
• Hazards or ecosystems under stress or cold
environments
Paper 2: Human Geography
• Global systems and global governance
• Changing places
• Contemporary urban environments or population
and the environment or resource security

HISTORY
History offers skills in diligent research; the analysis
and evaluation of evidence and interpretations;

Modern History
1. British history from 1783 to 1854: the changes in
British government from the loss of America to
the social, economic and political developments
of industrialisation and the French Revolution.
You will study foreign affairs, including the
Napoleonic Wars, and the uprisings and riots
of Luddism, Peterloo, Chartism, and the crisis
of 1832, when England stood on the brink of
revolution.
2. The Cold War in Asia from 1945 to 1991: the
dropping of the A bomb on Hiroshima; conflict
between American, Russian and Chinese
ideologies across the continent; the fall of China
to Mao’s communists; the Korean War; the
Vietnam War; the genocidal regime of Pol Pot’s
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia.
3. A study of Russia and her Rulers from 1855 to
1964: the Crimean War; the decline of Tsarism to
1917; the Russian Revolutions; the Communist
governments of Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev.
Finally, you will complete an individual extended
investigation – a wonderful opportunity to research
a subject of your choice from 19th or 20th century
history.
Medieval and Early Modern History
This course is for you if you wish to travel further
back in time. The British component covers Anglo-
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Saxon England, the Norman Conquest and Norman
England from 1035 to 1107, when the Anglo-Saxon
and Viking Kingdoms of Canute and Edward the
Confessor were succeeded by the invading force of
William the Conqueror.
The second component is a study of The Crusades
and Crusader States from 1095–1192. You will
explore the reasons why Pope Urban launched the
First Crusade, the course of that crusade and its
ultimate success; the Second Crusade, its failure and
impact; and finally the Third Crusade.
The third component is a study of Rebellion and
Disorder under the Tudors from 1485 to 1603. You
will analyse the causes and nature of rebellion and
disorder, be they dynastic, social, economic or
religious.

Unseen Translation
Translation of an unseen passage of Latin prose (Livy)
into English, followed by translation of an unseen
passage of Latin verse (Ovid).
Prose Composition or Comprehension
Prose Composition involves the translation of a
passage of English into Latin. The alternative is a
series of questions on a passage of Latin prose,
with comprehension, translation, and questions on
grammar and syntax.

Again, the final component is an extended
investigation on a topic of your choice.

Prose Literature
You will study Cicero’s marvellous Pro Cluento,
an elaborate murder trial, full of corruption and
intrigue.

LATIN

Verse Literature
You will prepare selections from Virgil’s Aeneid XII,
looking at the epic final battle between Aeneas and
Turnus which would decide the future of Italy.

Latin, for two thousand years the language of many
of the greatest thinkers and writers of the western
world, remains a living and intellectually stimulating
language which is the key to understanding many
central aspects of western thought and culture.
If we are to understand and use to best effect
our own language, we must also understand the
influences which have shaped and developed
English. The study of Latin also complements other
subjects, such as English, History, and the romance
languages (French, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese).
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Through the study of the language and literature of
the Romans, you can equip yourself with cultural and
intellectual skills, fire your imaginations, and deepen
and develop experience by considering a wide range
of aesthetic, ethical, linguistic, political, religious and
social questions.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics combines well with many other A level
subjects, especially the sciences and Economics.
The key requirements are enthusiasm for problem
solving, perseverance, good ability in algebra and at
least grade 7 pass in the subject at Higher Tier GCSE

(grade 9 for Further Mathematics or, exceptionally,
grade 8 may be acceptable).
There is also an opportunity for studying Further
Mathematics, which provides an excellent
foundation for the study of Mathematics at university,
or for Engineering, Science and Computer Science
students with aspirations to Oxford and Cambridge.
While studying Mathematics you will be expected to:
• use mathematical skills and knowledge to
solve problems
• solve quite complicated problems by using
mathematical arguments and logic
• simplify real life situations so that you can use
mathematics to show what is happening and
what might happen in different circumstances
• use the Mathematics that you learn to solve
problems that are given to you in a real life
context
• use calculator technology and other resources
(such as formulae booklets or statistical tables)
effectively and appropriately; understand when
not to use such technology, and its limitations
Mathematics at A level is demanding, but also very
rewarding. A level Mathematics is a much soughtafter qualification for entry to a wide variety of
university courses.
Pure Mathematics
Often referred to as Core Maths, this extends
your knowledge of such topics as algebra and
trigonometry, and introduces new concepts such
as calculus.

Mechanics
You will learn how to describe mathematically the
motion of objects and how they respond to forces
acting upon them. You will learn the technique
of mathematical modelling; that is, of turning a
complicated physical problem into a simpler one
that can be analysed and solved using mathematical
methods.
Statistics
You will learn how to analyse and summarise
numerical data in order to arrive at conclusions about
it. Many of the concepts have applications in a wide
area of other fields – from assessing what your car
insurance is likely to cost to how likely it is for the
Earth to be hit by a comet in the next few years.
Decision Mathematics
You will learn how to solve problems involving
networks. Many of these problems and their
algorithms are of recent origin and give an insight
into the huge amount of Mathematics used in
computing.

MODERN LANGUAGES
French, German and Spanish
Choosing an A level language is a really good move
if you want a fascinating subject that offers you a
range of career possibilities at the end and also
offers a lot of enjoyment. A level language courses
are interesting and varied subjects to study and give
you a broad range of knowledge and skills.
The skills you gain from studying a language at
A level are incredibly important tools to acquire.
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You will develop:
• your linguistic skills, and the ability to interact
effectively
• language-learning skills and strategies
• your ability to engage critically with intellectually
stimulating texts, films and other materials
• knowledge about matters central to the relevant
society and culture
• your ability to learn other languages
Employers value the key skills developed by
language learners: communication; team work;
interpersonal, presentation and problem-solving
skills. Indeed, graduates who want to gain a cutting
edge in the employment market are advised to
learn a foreign language. Languages are key to the
exciting multinational world in which we live!
Typical lessons will include the 4 language skills
alongside translation and cultural studies, including
film and literature. There are also a number of events
and trips organised by the Modern Languages
Department to complement your studies.

MUSIC
A level Music is a pre-requisite for any degree-level
Music course; however, many able musicians choose
to study A level Music to utilise their performing skills.
Since the skills learned throughout the course are
transferable to any other academic discipline, Music
A level can make a very suitable and enjoyable option
alongside Arts, Humanities or Science subjects.
The A level course is for you if you have:
• achieved Grade V or higher on at least one
instrument
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• a keen interest in performing, composing and
analysing music in a range of different styles
You will study music in an integrated way where
the skills of performing, composing and appraising
reinforce knowledge and understanding of musical
elements, contexts and language. In addition to
the appraising examination, you will be assessed in
both performing and composing. You also have the
opportunity to specialise in either performing or
composing.
Appraising Music
You will develop knowledge and understanding of
music through three areas of study:
• The Western Classical Tradition
• Rock and Pop, or Musical Theatre, or Jazz
• Into the Twentieth Century

Music A level is respected as a challenging and
academic qualification due to the wide range of skills
it develops:
• Communication
• Self-management
• Teamwork
• Problem solving
• Application of IT
• Business/customer awareness
• Application of numeracy
A recent study by the University of Nottingham
concluded that Music students develop ALL 7 of
these skills in the course of their studies and related
musical activities.
This helps to explain why Music students are so
successful in the employment market!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education is a fast growing area of interest
within many differing career pathways including
sports medicine, sports marketing, sports psychology
and physiotherapy. It complements many other
A level subjects as it contains sections on sporting
Physiology, Psychology, Sociology, History and
contemporary issues.
You will study:
• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Skill acquisition
• Sport and society
• Exercise physiology
• Biomechanical movement

• Sport psychology
• Sport and society and the role of technology
in physical activity and sport
In addition to two written papers, you will be
assessed as a performer or coach in one activity
from the list. You will also be required to complete a
written/verbal analysis of a sporting performance.
To be successful in this A level you will need a genuine
interest in all sports, as well as a strong interest in
applied anatomy and physiology, exercise physiology
and applied movement analysis, psychological and
social principles of PE, and sport psychology.

PHYSICS
Physics is a fundamental branch of science because
its principles form the foundation of other branches
of science. For example, conservation of energy is
a key principle of Physics that forms a starting point
in a wide range of scientific studies from atomic
bonding to weather forecasting.
What are the distinctive features of Physics?
Although the subject may be described as the
study of matter and energy, understanding natural
phenomena is a central aim of Physics. Originally
called Natural Philosophy, through Physics we begin
to understand why things behave as they do and
attempt to solve stimulating and important practical
and social problems.
Core content:
• Measurements and their errors
• Particles and radiation
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waves
Mechanics and materials
Electricity
Further mechanics
Thermal physics
Fields and their consequences
Nuclear physics

One from the following options:
• Astrophysics
• Medical physics
• Engineering physics
• Turning points in physics
• Electronics
There is no coursework component, however, there
will be compulsory experiments throughout the
course, during which experimental skills will be
assessed.
To study Physics A level you must have a sound
grasp of Physics and Mathematics. Grade 7, or
higher, is required in GCSE Mathematics and a grade
7 is expected in GCSE Physics. Studying A level
Mathematics would also be a great advantage, but
not essential (unless you are considering Engineering
or Physics at University). If you have an enquiring
mind, are adaptable, enjoy challenges, have good
mathematical ability and powers of observation, then
Physics is certainly for you!
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agreed to go carbon zero by 2050? Why are British
soldiers sent to war? Why were we forced to stay in our
homes in a lockdown? Why were A levels and GCSE
exams cancelled? Why is South Korea a prosperous
and successful state whilst North Korea sharing a
similar geography is an impoverished outcast?
The answer is because of politics. Politics has an
impact on everything and so perhaps it is little
wonder that for the Greek philosopher Aristotle,
politics was the ‘master science.’
Politics exists because people disagree. They disagree
about how they should live (moral questions) about
who should get what, when and how (resource
questions) and about who should make decisions
(power questions). As an activity politics is the process
through which people with different ideas, values,
opinions, and interests attempt to find a way of living
together within the same society.
Three reasons to study A level Politics:
1. Important and interesting – you will
understand how politics influences almost
everything on a local, national, and
international level and is possibly the most
significant factor upon all our lives. It is often
a matter of life and death. It will also be
something completely new and different to
what you have studied before!

POLITICS

2. University – you will have the most directly
relevant preparation for some of the most
interesting courses available at top universities
such as international relations (IR) and PPE.

What is politics?
Why is there no longer a civil war in Ireland or
apartheid in South Africa? Why have the G7 nations

3. Employability & careers – you will acquire
highly-prized transferable skills enabling you
to analyse and evaluate information, form
arguments, and convey them confidently in

writing and verbally whilst learning a subject
that can set you on a path to a vast range of
the most exciting careers such as:
• International organisations e.g. The UN,
foreign embassies, NGOs
• Politics as a vocation e.g. elected
politician, lobbying, political consultancy
• Media and publishing
• The law
The A level course
How democratic is the UK? Are humans inherently
sociable or individualistic? Why did the US invade
Iraq? What led to the rise of ISIS? China, the USA,
Russia – who holds the global balance of power
today? How do political institutions protect human
rights or the environment?
These are just some of the questions you will
consider when studying the following:
1. UK Politics e.g. Political parties and elections
2. UK Government e.g. Prime ministers and the
Supreme Court
3. Political ideas e.g. Liberalism, conservatism,
socialism and nationalism or feminism
4. Global Politics e.g. humanitarian interventions
human rights law

PSYCHOLOGY
This far-reaching and interesting course offers insight
into the normal and abnormal aspects of the human
mind. As a science, it is based on research and
empirical evidence, and requires skills in analysing,
reviewing and critiquing theories and research papers,
as well as carrying out original research.
Psychology is often seen as a ‘bridge’ between the
sciences and humanities.
The emphasis on research methods prepares you for
pursuing research at university and beyond. If you are
hoping to study Psychology at university it is useful
(but not essential) to also study Biology, English or
Maths at A level.
Course content
• Research Methods: planning, conducting,
analysing and reporting psychological research
across a range of experimental and nonexperimental methodologies and techniques.
• Psychological themes through core
studies: introduces some of the central areas
of investigation in Psychology, organised in
key themes (for example: external influences
on children’s behaviour). Each key theme is
represented by a classic and a contemporary
core study.
• Applied Psychology: this paper encourages
students to apply their psychological knowledge
to a range of topics, assessing debates and
practical applications in mental health, criminal
psychology and environmental psychology.

33

RELIGIOUS STUDIES (PHILOSOPHY,

• Gender and theology

THEOLOGY AND ETHICS)

• Liberation theology and Marx

Religious Studies enables you to address some of the
fundamental issues affecting humanity, and equips
you to approach the big intellectual issues such as
how we know things (epistemology), what can be
known or said about God (theology) and how human
beings should live their lives (ethics).
The subject is also an excellent preparation for
dealing with matters of faith and morals in a world
that is becoming increasingly secular. Knowledge
of religion has never been more important for
understanding our history and shared human
experience.
Philosophy of Religion includes:
• Ancient philosophical influences
• Arguments about the existence or
non-existence of God
• The challenge for religious belief of the
problem of evil
• Ideas about the nature of God
Religion and Ethics includes:
• The application of ethical theory to two
contemporary issues of importance
• Debates surrounding the significant idea
of conscience
• Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical
thought of developments in religious beliefs
Developments in Christian Thought includes:
• The person and work of Jesus Christ
• Christian moral principles and action
• Religious pluralism and society
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SOCIOLOGY
Why study Sociology?
Sociology is a fascinating subject which analyses
many areas of contemporary society. This A level will
help you to acquire knowledge and understanding of
central aspects of sociological thought and methods,
together with the application of a range of skills.
It has also been designed to allow the integration
of sociological themes – socialisation, culture
and identity, social differentiation and power and
stratification – and the application of these to the
topics on the course.
The Course
Compulsory areas:
•
•
•
•

Education
Methods
Crime and Deviance
Theory

In the Lower 6th you will cover Families &
Households, Education, Crime and Deviance
and Sociological Methods, carrying out your own
research. In the Upper 6th, you will study Beliefs in
Contemporary Society and Sociological Theory, as
well as completing the Crime and Deviance topic.

THE EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
The Extended Project Qualification Level 3 is not
about what to learn, but about how to learn. It is
a research journey which develops and extends
from your areas of study or from an area of
personal passion.
The EPQ is completed in the Lower 6th year. As an
AS qualification it is worth UCAS points (70 for an A*,
60 for an A grade and so on). It is highly valued by
universities as a means of identifying able students
and those who will be able to cope with the rigours
of undergraduate level study. Increasingly, universities
are making alternative offers to students who secure
an A*/A in their EPQ.

“

With the EPQ you don’t just
settle for the answers you
are given: you read more, ask
questions and challenge what
you are told. Ultimately, I believe
that the EPQ is a process unique
to every individual.
(Lower 6th
student)

”
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“

I am glad that I undertook the
EPQ because it has definitely
increased my confidence in
public speaking.
Audrey
(OP 2019)
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How is the EPQ assessed?
There is no formal exam, and you will be assessed on
your project and on the research process itself.
Students are required to:
• Choose an area of interest
• Draft a title and aims of the project
• Plan, research and carry out the project: either
a 5000-word written report or a created artefact
supported by a 2000-word written report
• Deliver a presentation to a specified audience
• Provide evidence of all the stages of project
development and production for assessment
You will be allocated a supervisor, who acts as a
guide and mentor rather than a teacher.
Examples of project titles include:
• An analysis into the lives of Roman women:
at home, in marriage and in law.
• An investigation into the Human Genome
Project and its potential for developing
specialised cancer treatments.
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CORE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Through an active, engaging and energetic weekly
lesson of Theology and RE, everyone in the Sixth
Form has the opportunity to debate and explore
some of life’s big questions, such as ‘Does God
exist?’ ‘Why is there evil and suffering in the world?’
‘What is the nature of religious experience?’
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SUMMARY OF SPECIFICATIONS

Subject

Specification

Art & Design

Edexcel

Course code

Biology

AQA

7402

Business

AQA

7132

Chemistry

AQA

7405

Classical Civilisation

OCR

H408C

Computer Science

AQA

7517D

Drama & Theatre

Edexcel

9DR0

Economics

Edexcel

9EC0A

English Literature

Edexcel

9ET0

Geography

AQA

History – Early Modern & Medieval

OCR 	

H505A

History – Modern

OCR

H505A

Latin

OCR

H443

Mathematics

Edexcel

9MA0

Further Mathematics

Edexcel

9FM0

Modern Languages:
French

9AD0

7037

Edexcel

9FR0

German

Edexcel

9GN0

Spanish

Edexcel

9SP0

Music

Eduqas

A660

Physical Education

AQA

7582

Physics

AQA

7408A

Politics

Edexcel

9PL0A

Psychology

OCR

H567

Religious Studies: (Philosophy, Theology and Ethics)

OCR

H573A

Sociology

AQA

7192

EPQ Level 3

AQA

7993
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